A. HOW LONG A MOTHER TONGUE LASTS

@ ability: speaksit very well @ preference: prefersit athome @ range, either definition

Mexican
Spanish

1.96 @ ® 3.08

Salvadoran, Guatemalan

2.09 @——0 2.78
Spanish e @

Other Latin American
Spanish

1.74 @ @ 2.62

Filipino

1.30—0 1.6
Tagalog

Chinese, Viethamese, Korean

¢ ) 1.5 to 2.0, either definition
home languages

White European

€ ) 1.49 to 1.95, either definition
home languages

generations a mother tongue lasts in Southern California (1 = immigrant generation)

B. SPEAKS THE MOTHER TONGUE VERY WELL, BY COHORT same children at14 (1992) and 24 (2002), CILS panel
@ atage14 @ atage?24

60%

55.8 ,
50.4 S2:0
43.7
40% 37.4
27.1
22.1
20%
11.5
0%

1.5 generation 1.75 generation 2.0 generation 2.5 generation
arrived aged 6 to 12 arrived aged0to 5 both parents born abroad one US-born parent

C. THE VIETNAMESE CASE, UNITED STATES (Checked against the live Pew page, 2026-10-26)

/ / /
72% 36% 90%
of Vietnamese Americans speak Vietnamese of Vietnamese immigrants are English- of the US-born are English-proficient
at home proficient




